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From the N. Y. Gospel Herald. 
AN APPEAL TO THE WORLD. 


[Continued from page 41.] 
THE DOCTRINE OF ELECTION ILLUSTRATED. 

That God has elected, chosen, ordained, (i.e. appointed) 
or set apart some part of mankind, to the temporary se- 
clusion of the residue, is a truth as plainly and emphatical- 
ly taught in the Scriptures of the Old and New Testaments, 
as any doctrine therein contained, or position advanced. 
Men have generally gone upon extremes in this business, 
They have either denied the doctrine altogether, in fact or 
in form, or, taking a few terms from the Scriptures for the 
ground of their premises, they have erected, of their own 
invention, a superstructure, which sets every natural and 
rational principle at defiance, and libels and blasphemes 
the character of the only living and true God, by ascribing 
to him attributes, and accusing him of intentions and pur- 
poses, which would be a foul stigma, even if attributed and 
charged to the devil, the adversary of God and man. 

The true Scripture doctrine of ELECTION is honourable 
to God, and conselatory to man. It is a brief exhibition 
of the beneficent purposes of the universal Friend, Father, 
and Benefactor of the world. Gods motive is explained, 
when the doctrine is understood ; and the recipient of this 
divine knowledge, from being a trembling slave to error, is 
advanced to the freedom of the gospel, and, by anticipation, 
enjovs the happiness which awaits him, and all his breth- 
ren, kosmos, the whole family of man! ‘For all things are, 


EL 
which I gave unto you, and shall reap the harvest thereof, 
then ye shall bring a sheaf of the first-fruits of your harvest 
unto the priest; and when ye reap the harvest of your 
land, thou shalt not make clear riddance of the corners of 
thy field when thou reapest, neither shalt thou gather any 
gieaning of thy Aarvest ; thou shalt leave them unto the 
poor, and to the stranger: | am the Loxp your God.” 
The /first-fruits were offered as an earnest of, and in grati- 
tude for the after-fruits, the harvest. The figure, to agree 
with Calvinism, should describe the husbandman, after 
offering the first ripe ears tothe Lord, as frantic with holy 
fury, and instead of gathering his harvest, when ripe, and 
after him the gleaners going into the field, that nothing may 
be lost, scattering firebrands and destroying all that remain- 
ed. The first-fruits were chosen or elected by God, and of- 
fered in the temple. The a/fter-fruits could not be offered, 
because they were not ripe! And unless it can be shown 
how the afier-fruits could be offered as an earnest of the 
first, &c. no reason can be offered why the a/fler-fruits are 
not as acceptable and useful as the first. We again re- 
peat, “/f the first-fruit be holy, the lump (the whole har- 
vest) is also holy.” The first-fruits are the elect, the har- 
vest the non-elect. Will our Calvinistic brethren be good 
enough to prove, that the first fruits are, alone, wheat, and 
all the residue of the harvest CHAFF? When this is done, 
it will be proved, that the Israelites offered their wheat to 
the Lorn, and eat the chaff!!! Please to remember this! 
And likewise, please to remember, that the offering con- 
sisted of a homer, (about three pints) of grain, which, ac- 
cording to Calvin’s logic, was all the wheat the Israelites 








yours; whether Paul, or Apollos, or Cephas, or the sorld| could raise, the residue of their crop being CHAFF! 


| kosmos] or life, or death, or things present, or things to 
come; ALt.are yours; and ye are Christ’s, and Christ is 
rod’s!” 1 Cor. iii. 22,23. (Quere. What is left for the 
devil?) “1 would have you know, that the head of every 
man is Christ.” xi. 3. 

The eleet are represented as first fruits. The AFTER 
frivits, of necessity, are the non-elect. Proof. This ficure 
is borrowed from the Jewish economy. Num. xviii. 12— 
17. ** All the best of the oil, arid all the best of the wine, 
and of the wheat, the first-fruits of them, which they shall 
offer unto the Lord, them have I given thee. And whatso- 
ever is first ripe in the land, which they shall bring unto 
the Lord, whether it be of men or beasts, shall be thine : 
nevertheless the first-born of man shalt thou surely redeem, 
and the firstling of unclean beasts shalt thou redeem. And 
those that are to be redeemed, from a month old shalt thou 


Christ isemphatically the Elect of God. Isaiah xiii. 
1—4. “Behold my servant, whom [ uphold; mine elect, in 
whom my soul delighteth: I have put my Spirit upon him: 
he shall bring forth judgment to the Gentiles. He shal! not 
cry, nor Jift up, nor cause his voice to be heard in the 
street. A bruised reed shall he not break, and the smok 
ing flax shall he not quench: he shall bring forth judgment 
unto truth. Heshall not fail nor be discouraged, til! he 
have set judgment in the earth: and the isles shall wait 
for his law.” The 6th and 7ih verses are a complete il- 
lustration of the doctrine of election. ‘*] the Lord have 


will keep thee, and give thee for a covenant of the people, 
for a light of the Gentiles ; to open the Alind eves. to bring 
out the prisoners from the prison, them that sit in darkness 
out of the prison-house.’’ ‘i his is the purpose of God, as 


redeem, according to thine estimation, for the money of|explained hy Paul, Ephes. 1.9, iO. ‘ Having made known 


five shekels, after the shekel of the sanctuary, which is 


twenty grains. But the firstling of a cow, or the first!ing of | pleasure, which he hath purposed in himee!/; 


a sheep, or the firstling of a goat, thou shalt not redeem, 
they are holy: -thou shalt sprinkle their blood upon the al- 
tar, and shalt burn their fat for an offering made by fire, 
for a sweet savour unto the Lord.’’ (Let it be understood 
that Aaron, asa priest under the law. was a type of Christ, 
our Priest. Remember, that the firstling of the cow, sheep 
and goat are declared to he Aoly, and were not redeemed ! 
The firstling of unclean beasts, and the Jirst-horn of man 
were redeemed. Re it also remembered, that the goat, 
whom the Calvinist sends to Ais hell, as unclean and un- 
holy, is declared by God to be holy!!! And Panl declares, 
(Rom. xi. 16.) “ Por if the first-fruit be holy, the lomp is 
also holy: and if the root be holy, so are the branches !" 
Leviticus xxiii. 10, 22. “ Speak unto the children of Isra- 


el, and say unto them, When ve be come into the land 


unto us the mystery of his will, according to his good 
thatin the 
dispensation of the fulness of times he might cather tozeth 
erin one all things in Christ, both which are in heaven, 
and which are on earth, even in him.”? 
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FOR THE INQUIRER 
A concise view of the first nrinciples of Religio: 
(No. 5. Continued from page 40.) 

Having in our last number, noticed summarily the omni 
potence and omnisctence of the Deity, we shail devote the 
present, to the consideration of the attribute of divine jusiice 
We must beg the particular atfention of the reader in at 
examinat: wok Pr iahed o! nm ather which 
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called thee in righteousness, and will hold thine hand, and. 
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isa sOnree ofsuch universal and pernicious errors. 
The clergy, parbcularly those of the calvinistic 
character, are constantly talking about the justice 
of God fany thing is said as to his goodness or 
love, you are immedi ately reminded of his justice, 
rs thoudh that stoo} oppose i to his the attri- 

bati ‘s. The fallacious and absurd ideas which 
oreyail az tothe justice of God, constitute, ina 
«reat meagre, the basis on which the superstruc- 
‘ure of Calvinism has been erected. As no one 
ean deav the iahat: 


qnence of this attribate, which ts, 


is evident there can be no other. 
justice therefore is to produce an agreement or 





right than the agreement and fitness of things? It 
To practice 


equality between things. If one person has re- 
ceived ought from another, justice requires that 
he should retarn an equivalent. Withont pursning 
this subject farther, it is evident that justice, 
means nothing more than an equulity or agree- 
ment of things and ideas. But when justice is 
considered as an attribute, or quality, it is rather 


aite goodness of God, it has been|the principle or cause of justice, that 1s meant, 
found impo-sible to avoid the necessary conse- | than justice itself. 


When we speak of a man’s 


that all his crea- | possessing the virtue of justice, we mean, that he 


tures will ultunately profit from their existence, |feels and recognizes the importance and the obli- 


CXC! 


has been found in what the Calvinists call divine 
mistioe. ‘Thus, according to Calvinistic notions, the 
roodness or mercy of God is opposed restrained and 
and limited by his justice. Butat the same time that 
this is asserted, it is maintained that the attribute 
of goocness or mercy is infinite and unlimited 
This however, is as consistent as most of the oth- 
er principles of Calvinism are, and it is perhaps 
best that they shonld ail be of a similar character 
—contradictory to each other, contradictory to 
the scriptures a 
divine justice; or by justice, as applicable to the 
Supreme Being? To decide this question, it is 
necessary first to determine what is meant by 
‘ustice; for aati oo is done, it will be impogsi- 
ether the terms applicable to 
the Sn npreme 3eing, or in what sense itcan be 
thus applied. Justice, from the Latin word jus- 
nitia, is thus defined by Johnson: ‘* The virtue 
hy which we reeder unto every man what is his 
dune, opposed tor: aj iryor wrong; eqnity ; agree- 
ableness to right.” 

This definition is according to the ordinarv use 
of the word, an] is sufficiently accurate, although 
the term ts not (raced to its root or origin. But 


on acritical philological examination, it will be| regarded 


perceive, as has heen observed by a very learn- 
ed writer of the present century, that the family 
of words, jnst, justice, adjust, justify, justness, | 
justi fi rble equity, equitable, equal, equally,: 
equality, &c. all sprang from the same stock, the t 
origi | or pre : 
the bolance. ‘Uheir original idea was that of the 
agreement between two things or objects, and 
their present nse 1s only the comparison of one 
idea with another esteblished in the mind. JIne-! 


tice therefore signides nothing more than the; 
agreement or Fequa lit ag net weent tivo things ,0 rideas :: 
and ioyustice is the disagreement or want of eqiti al-. 
ify. In Leviticus we are told of Joe weichts, 
meoaspres and e ph oth tis, weigh 
ures equal to, and ac: 

dard. To do or canadien 


— according to 
the comamon weceptation, is 








totvpe of which was the scales of moral government thereof, 


‘to what is right, | pend ant of any contract or agreement of ours, and 
Is seco any other rule eflof 


rcept by opposing to it some other attribute, byg»tion of the observance and practice of justice, 
which, it is to be limited and restrained. This} 


and regulates his conduct accordingly. This is the 
principle of justice, although the word justice is 
frequently used in this sense, and must always be 
so used when tt is intended to signify a quality or 
attribute of mind. Justice in this sense ts a qnal- 
ity or principle, which binds and requires the 
person suhject to its influence to do what is right ; 
i.e. to regard in all his actions the agreement, 
equality and fitness of things. Considered there 

fore asa quality or principle. justice consists of an 
obligation, which binds and obliges the person un 


and contradictory to common sense. ider its influence, te conform to a certain stand o! 
What are we to understand by the attribute of 


right. 

If justice, regarded as a principle, does not 
consist of an obligation binding upon the mind, of 
what does it consist? If it is not an obligation to 
actaccording to a certain standard of right, it is 
nothing. It wonld be absurd to consider a man 
as under the inflnence of the principle of justice, 
who feels himself at liberty to act according to his 
own will and pleasure without any regard to what 
is right, or the agreement and fitness of things. 
Justice, considered as an attribute or quality, 1s 
an obligatory and restraining principle, and can- 
not be applied except where a person has become 
under an obligation to do what justice requires. 
To determine in what sense this attribute can be 
as applicable to the Creator and Pre- 
server of all things, it is necessary to inquire into 
the manner in which the obligation of justice ori- 
ginates, oris created. ‘Chere are but three w ays 
in which this can be done. First, from the na- 

ture and relations of the human species, and the 
Mankind being help- 
less dependant and surrounded by numerous wants, 
itis a part of their moral government that they 
should be subjected to the influence of a soci al 
principle, which requires that they should assist 
each other. As the security and well being of 
the human race depend upon this princi iple, it be- 
‘comes an obligation binding upon all. This 18 
what is called natural-justice, and is the obliga 


and meas-/tion which every person is under to do what he 
‘ing with a certain stan-!ecan without injuring himself, for the benefit and 


assistance of others. This obligation exists inde 


any assistance which we may have received 
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from others. It is founded upon the wants, weak- 
ness and dependance of the species ; for if there 
were no wants there could be no obligation to 
supply them. 

Second. The obligation of justice arises from 
our having received the assistance or kindness of 
others. Justice in such cases, requires a return 
of the assistance or kindness experienced, and that 
independent of any stipulation to thateffect. The 
obligation of justice in this case ts also founded up- 
on the wants and weaknesses of mankind, for an 
obligation cannot be raised by an act of kindness, 
where we stand in no need of the profiered fa- 
your. 

Third. The obligation of justice may arize 
from our own consent or agreement. This is 
what is commonly called good faith. Justice re- 
quires that aH! covenants, contracts and engage. 
ments should be kept and fulfilled in good faith. 

It is evident that the principle of justice in the 
two first cases, can have no application to the 
Supreme Being, as it is founded upon the depen- 
dance and wants of those who are subject to it. 
It would be blasphemous to consider the Deity, 
who Is perfect inall his attributes, as subject to a 
principle arising from dependance, wants and im- 
perfections. Neither is the principle of justice 
in these two cases applicable except among equals ; 
for the obligation being fonnded upon wants and 
dependance, it can apply only to cases where these 
are mutual. Ifa Being who is perfect and above 
all wants, administers to the wants of one who is 
imperfect, this does not create an obligation oD 
the part of the latter to retura this kindness ; for 
how can it be returned, when the Being hestow- 
ing it, is perfect and wants nothing ? 
has received from God ‘every good and perfect 
gift’? even lifeitself; does justice require that he 


shoutd make return, and do as much for God as! 


he has done for him? We are sensible that this 
is the principle which most of the christian world 
are acting upon, but nothing can be more absurd 
and ridiculous. They are all attempting to do 
something for God, to promote his glory or hap- 
piness. Presumptuous man! how much more ra- 
tional for the worm which you tread apon, to at- 
tempt to promote your happiness! We intended 
to have disposed of this subject this number, but 
cannot without extending it to an unreasonable 
length. ORIGEN, 
— 
FOR THE INQUIRER. 

Rev. Editor, 

If you should deem the following inquiries 
consistent with the designs of your religious pa- 
per, and in any degree calculated to promote the 
interest of trath, you are at liberty to insert them, 

when this will not exclude that which is better. 
(hese inquirtes seem to be suggested by the 
words of the author to the Hebrews, Chap. 4. 
verse 3.—* For we which have believed do en- 
‘er into rest Q. Ist. Do nat these words natu- 


7 hus man. 


rally suggest the idea, that what the Apostle and 
his brethren believed, was not only tree trem any a 
thing which tends to trouble and distract the } 
mind with tormenting apprehensions, but that 
their faith embraced certima views and anticipa ; 
tions, supported by known 
ly tranguilized their minds and administers 
peace and consolation ? 

Q. 2d. In conformity to the above, can we ra 
tionally believe, that the Ap ystle’s faith embraced 4 
the tenets of med ern ort redox yi which teach its 
votaries to believe, shat fir the greatest part of 
the human family was, from all dents, ar yi * 
nated to endure inconceivabie and tudescribable 
torment as long as our creator shall exist 2 That 
we have good evidence against the supposition, 
that the Apostle, or any of the primitive christians : 
ever derived rest to their souls, by beheving i 

i 


*ts, waren necessurt 


such doctrine, we need only to ask ourselves 
whether these tenets ever gave us rest while we 
believed them. Many of us were religio: 
ucated in those tenets ; but is there on 

honestly say, | have found that peace wiich the 
world cannot give nor take away, 
which rematneth forthe people of God, iu firmly 
believing. and in enna lating the fact, tha! 
while afew, and a few only of mankind will for eve: 
enjoy heaven and endiess bliss, far the greaiest 4 
part will endare the torments of vindictive wrath j 
during all ages of eternity? It will serve to 
strengthen this evidence, if we ask those learned 
doctors, who write and preach in detence of the 
above named tenets, whether their beltef in the 
endless exclusion of the largest part of mankind 
from the mercy of God, and the salvation of the 
gospel, does in fact give them divine rest?) They 
will at once acknowledge that thix belief deprive 
them of repose, and fills them with the deepes 
concern for the dear peop}s of thetr chara 
What can be more tormenting, than for a minister, 
who loves the people of his charge, who hves 
sumptuously every day on the earnings of then 
laborious hands, and feeds his family on the dam 
ties of a bounteous table supplied from thei 
earnings, to come before them in the sanctuary, 
and inthe name of his God, with tears in his ey 
and anguish in his heart, and solemnly declire tia! 
a few only of mankind were elected unto everlas 
ing life from before the foundation of the world 
Do not those preachers continually certify their 
people, that they have creat and constant concern 
for their poor immortal souls ? Yes they do ; and 
by this declaration, they furnish us with evidence 
that they dd not believe the same g spat winttla 
St. Paul and his believing brethren crabraced ; 
for he says, ‘* we which — beheved; de ente: 
into rest.’ As a further proof that this o1 thedony 
is not the faith that gives rest, we will inquire 
where we shall not be decetved with stu 
guise. We will ask the honest matron, in the 
nidst of a lovely circle of her tender offspring, 
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what is the greatest concern of hersont’ Wiil 
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she not say, the everlasting welfare of the dear, cause it is the act of a finite being, and it is impos. 
objects of her affection ? Being educated to be-|sible that the actions of a finite being should be 
lieve, that a few only are the heirs of eternal! life, infinite. The infiniteness ofthe Divine Lawgis cr 
how alive must her trembling soul be to sensi:-|n0 more constitutes the transgression of his laws 
tions hordering on distraction. an infinite evil, than it does ebedience to those 
Q 34. If we turn to a different denomination |laws an infinite good. If sin be in its nature an in- 
of professed christians, whose tenets embrace the | finite evil, every sin must be such, and there must 
belief. that our heavenly Father never elected,|be as many infinite evils as there are sins ; but if 
or reprobated any, but that he has generously jevery sin be an infinite evil, requiring an infinite 
offer ««’ salvation to all men on condition of their|sati<faction, bow could one such satisfaction be 
repentance, faith ia the Lord Jesus, and obedience | more than an atonement for one sin? If every sin, 
to his laws, and ask them whether their beliefin- |or, at least, some one sin, be not an infimte evil, all 
troduces them into rest—what will they answer ?/the sins ever committed, taken in the mass, can- 
Tat they cannot say, in trath and verity, that!not amount to an infinite evil; for those things 
they have entered into rest, 1s sufficiently clear | which are finite or limited, however added to- 
from the continual torment, horror and anguish| gether or multiphed, can never become infinite o1 
which they manifest, some for themselves, and|unlimited. Sin cannot be an infinite evil, because, 
others for their fellow creatures. the evil ef it extendeth not to God, the only tuti- 
Q. 4th. Can any rational person exercise con-|nite Being, but is limited to creatures who are wil 
fidence inthe plain testimony of God’s unbounded ‘finite. Both sin, and the evil of it, that 1s, the 
grace, and not feel that rest of which the Apostle | mischief it does, are evidently bounded, therefore 
spike ? If we beheve that Ged is good unto all, | not infinite. 
and that his tender mercies are over all his works ;| clude all degrees in criminality anc guilt, which ts 
if we believe that he is in fact better to his crea-|contrary to scripture, common sense, and e.ident 
tures than an earthly parent is to bis off=pring,|matier cf fact. Ifsin be not an infinite evil, it can- 
as our blessed Saviour taught. shall we not ent«r|not expose the sinner to infinite wrath and pun- 
into rest? If we believe as tie Apostle did, and|ishment ; because, to be just, punisiment must 
as ine preached, that God will have all men to be|be proportioned to crimes, and the scriptares 
saved. and to come unto the knowledge of the|throughout describe the punishment which God 
truth ; and that the one mediator gave himself ajhath threatened as such. 
ransom for all to be testified in due time; that} Admitting, for argument sake, that sin is an in 
wi ere sin abounded grace hath nuch more abound | finite evil, and deserves infinite punishment, it by 
ed; that all have sinned and come short of the|no means follows that God cannot pardon it with- 
glory of God; being justified freely by his grace] out an infinite satisfaction ; seeing he bas no where 
throug the redemption that is in Christ Jesus ;|said that he requires such a satisfaction. Betore 
that God will reconcile all things unto himself;{it be asserted that without an infinite satisfaction 
and that as in Adam all die, even so in Christ shall|sinne:s cannot be saved, it ought to be proved, 
all be » ade alive, will it not enable us to say, as;even on the supposition that sin is an infinite evil, 
the Apostle did, ** we which have believed do|that the mercy of God is not also iv inite, and that 
enter into rest 1" the God of infinite mercy, whose prerogative it is 
Q. 5th. Do not these words of Pan] signify that} to do whatsoever he pleaseth, cannot, in the ex- 
the rest, which is the consequence of believing,|ercise of his mercy, forgive sin freely, however 
is e joyed in the same tense in which faith is in| great it may be ; for until this be proved, such a 
exercise? ‘We which have believed po enter satisfaction cannot be shown to be necessary. 
Into rest.’”’ If so, then it becomes OVETY PCO CS | Seeman AR TTL, TTT STE 
sorto guard against that false religion which de- treo 2 67 : 
privad.ue.of-enesy enjoyment and every: comfort Keliqgious Yuquirer. 
in the present life, and tries to amuse us with a] HARTFORD, SATURDAY, FEBRUARY, 2, 1822, 
reward in a future state for what is not worth pos- 
sessing in the present. We have received another letter from our friend 
Should any of our dear brethren, of any denom-|“ one,” in which he says, he is sorry that the 
ination, aitempt to reply to the foregoing queries! passages which headed his former communication, 
and remarks, the writer of them pledges himself|had led us to so erroneous a conclusion as to 
to acknowledge the fayour in the most respectful|suppose that they were designed to inform us 
manner ; beheving that the more our faith ts pori-|** what the gospel is.’ Sorry, because it had 
fie:!, the sweeter will be our rest and peace in the| been the means of diverting our attention from the 
come. H. B. point to which he wished to direct it. He next 
— proceeds to give us his ‘‘ real object’? in com- 
FROM THE CHRISTIAN REFLECTOR. mencing with these quotations—‘t which was to 
Nature and Evil of Sin. inform, or rather remind us, that Christ had com- 
manded, that his gospei should be preached to 

















‘Lo say that sin ts infinite, is to ex- 




















The scriptures no where assert that sin is an in- 
finite evil, nor is it possible it should be such, be-}every creature, and that he, himself, had said, 
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that those, and those only who believe this gospel 
shonld be saved, and he that believeth not shall be 
damoed’’—and that St. Paul had said, *‘ that should 
eye, 4) angel froin heaven preach any other gos- 
pel, let him be accursed.’—Now we ask, what 
does al this amountto ? is itnot taking the very 
same ground that was at first supposed.—He 
says his real obj-ct was to remind us, that 
Christ commanded his gospel to be preached, &c. 
~-And St. Paal said ifeven an angel from heaven 
preach any other Gosrex, let him be accursed.— 
Was it not natural we should first inquire what 
coseer Christ and St. Paol preached, in order to 
see on whose shonllers the curse ought to lay? 
li the quotation Lad stood conuected in one chap- 
ter, there might be ;oom for the supposition that 
we had made a mistake,—but here are two verses 
taken from Mark 16, which must be considered as 
stating the subject matter of the gospel, and one 
from Gal. 8, as a kind of conclusion—saying, now 
ifanyman preach different from this let him be 











wie nn Ged willnever fulfil his promise. Our 
observations on the * Broad way,” and “ Narrow 
path,’’ we consider suilicient util answered ina 
better and more serious manner, and until “one” 
can reconcile the texts we presented, with his 
ideas of Few being saven. 

Without attempting to show us how the preach 
ing of the gospel,——or ‘* glad tidings”’ can produce 
alarm,—he refers again to the circumstance of 
surprise that produced from the apostles, the ex 
clamation ‘‘whothen can be saved.’’—He ought 
to remember that this was not said by unbelievers, 
or sinners, on hearing the gospel preached, but 
by believers, by the apostles; an expression 
produced, not by hearing the gospel, but 
occasioned by certain local circumstances trans- 
piring at the moment, and which exclamation was 
answered in the following words, which we wish 
“One” would infix upon his mind—-they are 
from the lip of Christ ** With men this is impossi- 
ble, but with God all things are POSSIBLE,’’— 


accursep ; if this was not ** One’s’? meaning, we| The preaching of St. Peter referred to, was also 


kno. not what is, nor can we see the least pro- 
priety in the arrangement of the texts. Believing 


he was capable of writing with some degree of 


propriety, so a3 to be understood, we supposed 
that he consider d Mark 16, 15, 16, as containing 
the gospel and treated it accordingly. If we can 
now understand him, he does not wish to intt- 


to the men of Israel, the immediate actors in that 
cruel tragedy of crucifying the Lord Jesns Christ, 
and informing them ofthe character of him, whom 
they had by wicked hands crucified and slain ; 
and referring to the writings of David, which the 
Jews held in high estimation, proved to them, 


mate any thing abont gospel, bet to remind us of|that Jesus was the person spoken of in those wri- 


cons. quences resulting from the belief, or unbe- 
lief of the gospol.—lf this be his real object, then 
he tias very injudictously chosen his text from 


tings; whereupon, they were pricked in their 
hearts, or convinced they had done wickedly in 
crucifying him—and they said to Peter, and the 


Gallatians —To preach the gospel is one thing, to| apostles, ‘‘men and brethren, what shall we do.” 
talk about consequences is another ; and St. Paul|‘* One”? has been kind enough to help Peter, b 


has not said, if even an aNceL preach any other|adding the words ‘* to be saved.” 


Now what doe 


consequences than what we have preached, let| Peter say ? let ‘‘ one” read Acts 2, 38, 39. We 
him be accursed, but ‘* he that preacheth any other| are asked what Paul preached that made ‘ Felix 


GOSPEL ;” so that our friend in endeavouring|tremble ;’ 


we answer ‘‘ he reasoned of righteous- 


to save himself from the first ‘ stumble,’ has!ness, temperance, and judgment to come.”—The 


mace a second as bad as the first. 


was occasioned by a misunderstandin; 


g, he passes; ‘ glad tidings of great joy.” 


He would no-| question to be settled is whether this * jadg- 
tice our mode of quoting scripture in explanation} ment to come”’ 
of the word GospeL, but as that part of our reply|answer, no—and why ? 


was any post of the gospel.—We 
because the gospel is 
The passage referred 


it off with a retort of an expression of ours—‘‘it|to is the only place in the new testament in which 
is truly amatter of surprise, my dear sir, to see|the words ‘‘ judgment to come” are found, and it is 


how prone men are to wresithe scriptures.”’-—We|therefore believed, 


call upon * one’ to show, wherein we have im- 
properly wrested any part or portion of the scrip- 
tures, In detining and showing what the gospel is ; 


that Paul referred Felix to 
that judgment of God, which then hung over the 
house of Israel, an intimation of which, would 
make a stouter heart thanthat of Felix tremble. 


had he done this, he would have deserved our —-Peter refers to this judgment in his 1 Ep. 4, 17, 
thanks, and we think that a serious and candid lover|where he says, ‘* The time is come that judz- 
of the truth, would prefer sound argument and de-| ment must begin at the house of God.”’ 


monstration of fact, to flings and retorts, 


Why will not ‘ one’? come out fairly, and nou 


He observes it is a matter of surprise that because |longer take shelter under these two or three pas- 


the Lord is ‘long suffering,’ 


men should think | sages, and tell us plainly what is the amount of his 
him ‘* slack concerniag hispromise.”? Will‘ one” 


interrogations —We believe they amountto this— 


now seriously inguire what God has promised—|What is the reason that the preaching of coop 
will he turn his eyes on St. Paul’s definition of the |news, the heart-cheering tidings of the goodness 
gospel, and there iearn the promise of Gop, and]and grace of Gon, does not produce the same et- 
then determine who those are that believe God is {fects as the gloomy, soul-chilling, and heart-with- 


‘slack concerning his promise ?”’ 


-——Nay, that vir-]ering doctrine of eternal damnation, 





founded on 


of a local nature, in which he is addressing himself 


beer 
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objects of her affection ? 
lieve, that a few only are the heirs of eternal life, ‘infinite. The infiniteness ofthe Divine Laweis ci 
how alive mast her trembling soul be to sensi:-}n0 more constitutes the transgression of his laws 
tions bordering on distraction. an infinite evil, than it does cbedience to tho<e 
Q 31. If we turn to a different denomination |laws an infinite good. If sia be in its nature au in- 
of professed christians, whose tenets embrace the | finite evil, every sin must be such, and there must 
belief. that our heavenly Father never elected,|be as many inhinite evils as there are sins ; but if 
or reprobated any, but that he has generously jevery sin be an infinite evil, requiring an infinite 
offer +d salvation to all men on condition of their |satisfaction, how could one such satisfaction be 
repentance, faith in the Lord Jesus, and obedience | more than an atonement for one sin? If every sin, 
to his laws, and ask them whether their beliefin- |or, at least, some one sin, be not an infinite evil, all 
troduces them into rest—what will they answer ?|the sins ever committed, taken in the mass, car- 
Tat they cannot say, in truth and verity, that!not amount to an infinite evil; for those things 
they have entered into rest, is sufficiently clear | which are finite or limited, however added to 
from the continual torment, horror and anguish! gether or multiphed, can never become infinite ox 
which they manifest, some for themselves, and|unlimited. Sin cannot be an infinite evil, because, 
others for their fellow creatures. the evil of it extendeth not to God, the only tuti- 
Q. 4th. Can any rational person exercise con-|nite Being, but is limited to creatures who are ail 
fidence inthe plain testimony of God’s unbounded | finite. Both sin, and the evil of it, that is, the 
grace, and not feel that rest of which the Apostle | mischief it does, are evidently bounded, therefore 
spike ? If we believe that Ged is good unto all,|notinfinite. ‘lo say that sin ts infinite, is to ex- 
an! that his tender mercies are over all his works ;| clude all degrees in criminality and guilt, which is 
if we believe that he is in fact better to his crea-|contrary to scripture, common sense, and evident 
tures than an earthly parent is to bis off=pring,}matier cf fact. If sin be not an infinite evil, it can- 
as our blessed Saviour taught. shall we not entor|not expose the sinner to infinite wrath and pun- 
into rest? Ifwe believe as tiie Apostle did, andjishment ; because, to be just, punishment must 
as ie preached, that God will have all men to be|be proportioned to crimes, and the scriptores 
saved. and to come unto the knowledge of the|throughout describe the punishment which God 
truth ; and that the one mediator gave himself a|bath threatened as such. 
ransom for all to be testified in due time ; that] Admitting, for argument sake, that sin is an in 
wi-ere sin abounded grace hath much more abound | finite evil, and deserves infinite punishment, it by 
ed; that all have sinned and come short of the|no means follows that God cannot pardon it with- 
glory of God; being justified freely by his grace] out an infinite satisfaction ; seeing he has no where 
throng the redemption that is in Christ Jesus ;|said that he requires such a satisfaction. Before 
that God will reconcile all things unto himself;|it be asserted that without an infinite satisfaction 
and that as in Adam all die, even so in Christ shall|sinners cannot be saved, it ought to be proved, 
all be » ade alive, will it not enable us to say, as;even on the supposition that sin is an infinite evil, 


the Apostle did, ** we which have believed do|that the mercy of God is not also infinite, and that 
enter into rest ?” 


Q. 5th. Do not these words of Pan) signify that 
the rest, which is the consequence of believing, 
is e€ joyed in the same tense in which faith is in 


exercise ? ‘*We which have believed po enter 
into rest.’’ 




















the God of infinite mercy, whose prerogative it 1s 
to do whatsoever he pleaseth, cannot, in the ex- 
ercise of his mercy, forgive sin freely, however 
great itmay be ; for until this be proved, sucha 
satisfaction cannot be shown to be necessary. 

If so, then it becomes every profes- | eat AE A pt AL TRAST IIT ILI «EI 


sorto guard against that false religion which de- wae Keliqious Yuquirer. 


prives us of every enjoyment and every comfort 
in the present life, and tries to amuse us with a| HARTFORD, SATURDAY, FEBRUARY, 2, 1822. 
reward in a future state for what is not worth pos- 
sessing in the present. 

_ Should any of our dear brethren, of any denom- 
anation, aitempt to reply to the foregoing queries 
and remarks, the writer of them pledges himself 
to acknowledge the favour in the most respectful 
manner ; believing that the more our faith ts puri- 


fie'!, the sweeter will be our rest and peace in the 
same. H. B. 














We have received another letter from our friend 

‘© one,” in which he says, he is sorry that the 
passages which headed his former communication, 
had led us to so erroneous a conclusion as to 
suppose that they were designed to inform us 
‘“what the gospel is.”’ Sorry, because it had 
been the means of diverting our attention from the 
point to which he wished to direct it. He next 

= proceeds to give us his ‘ real object” in com- 

FROM THE CHRISTIAN REFLECTOR. mencing with these quotations—‘t which was to 

Nature and Evil of Sin. inform, or rather remind us, that Christ had com- 

The scriptures no where assert that sin isanin-|manded, that his gospei should be preached to 
finite evil, nor is it possible it should be suck, be- every creature, and that he, himself, had said, 
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that those, and those only who believe this gospel 
shonld be saved, and he that believeth not shall be 
dameed’’—and that St. Paul had said, *‘ that should 
eve. 4) angel fron heaven preach any other gos- 
pel. let him be accursed.”—Now we ask, what 
does allthis amountto ? is itnot taking the very 
same ground that was at first supposed.—He 
says his real obj ct was to remind us, that 
Christ commanded his gospel to be preached, &c. 
—-And St. Paal said ifeven an angel from heaven 
preach any other GosreL, let him be accursed.— 
Was it not natural we should first inquire what 
cuseer Christ and St. Paul preached, in order to 
see on whose shonklers the curse ought to lay? 
ifthe quotation tad stood conuected in one chap- 
ter, there might be ;oom for the supposition that 
we had made a mistake,—but here are two verses 
iaken from Mark 16, which mast be considered as 
stating the subject matter of the gospel, and one 
from Gal. 8, as a kind of conclusion—saying, now 
ifanyman preach different from this let him be 
accursep ; 1f this was not ** One’s’’ meaning, we 
kno. pot what is, nor can we see the least pro- 
priety in the arrangement of the texts. Believing 
he was capable of writing with some degree of 
propriety, so as to be understood, we supposed 
that he consider d Mark 16, 15, 16, as containing 
the gospel and treated it accordingly. If we can 
now understand him, he does not wish to inti- 





tually say, God willnever fulfilhis promise. Our 
observations on the ‘* Broad way,” and ‘‘ Narrow 
path,’’ we consider suilicient until answered ina 
better and more serious manner, and until “‘ one” 
can reconcile the texts we presented, with his 

ideas of Few being savep. 

Withovt attempting to show us how the preach 

ing of the gospel,—-or ‘ glad tidings’? can produce 
alarm,—he refers again to the circumstance of 
surprise that produced from the apostles, the ex- 

clamation ‘‘whothen can be saved.’’—He ought 
to remember that this was not said by unbelievers, 
or sinners, on hearing the gospel preached, but 
by believers, by the apostles; an expression 
produced, not by hearing the gospel, but 
occasioned by certain local circumstances trans- 
piring at the moment, and which exclamation was 
answered in the following words, which we wish 
**One’’ would infix upon his mind—they are 
from the lip of Christ ** With men this is inpossi- 

ble, but with God all things are POSSIBLE.’’— 
The preaching of St. Peter referred to, was also 


to the men of Israel, the immediate actors in that 
cruel tragedy of crucifying the Lord Jesus Christ, 
and informing them ofthe character of him, whom 
they had by wicked hands crucified and slain ; 
and referring to the writings of David, which the 
Jews held in high estimation, proved to them, 


mate any thing abont gospel, bet to remind us of|that Jesus was the person spoken of in those wri- 


cons. quences resulting from the belief, or unbe- 
lief of the gospel.—lf this be his real object, then 
he fias very injudiciously chosen his text from 
Gallatians —To preach the gospel is one thing, to 
talk about consequences is another ; and St. Paul 


has not said, if even an ancev preach any other|adding the words ‘‘ to be saved.”’ 


tings; whereupon, they were pricked in thei 
hearts, or convinced they had done wickedly in 
crucifying him—and they said to Peter, and the 
apostles, ‘*men and brethren, what shall we do.” 

‘* One” has been kind enough to help Peter, by 
Now what does 


consequences than what we have preached, let Peter say ? let ‘ one” read Acts 2, 38,39. We 
him be accursed, but ‘‘ he that preacheth any other] are asked what Paul preached that made ‘ Felix 


GOSPEL ;” so that our friend in endeavouring| tremble ;’’ 
to save himself from the first ‘ stumble,”’ has|ness, temperance, and judgment to come. ”*—The 


mace a second as bad as the first. He would no- 
tice our mode of quoting scripture in explanation 
of the word GospeL, but as that part of our reply 


was occasioned by a misunderstanding, he passes j‘* glad tidings of great joy.” 


it off with a retort of an expression of ours—‘ it 
is truly amatter of surprise, my dear sir, to see 


how prone men are to wresithe scriptures.” —-We|therefore believed, that Paul referred Felix 


call upon * one’ to show, wherein we have im- 
properly wrested any part or portion of the scrip- 


tures, in defining and showing what the gospel is ;|make a stouter heart thanthat of Felix tremble. 
had he done this, he would have deserved our|—-Peter refers to this judgment in his 1 Ep. 4, 17, 7 


we answer ‘‘ he reasoned of righteous+ 


question to be settled is whether this “ ja 
ment to come’’ was any part of the gospel.— 
answer, no—and why ? because the gospel 
The passage referr 
to is the only place in the new testament in whig¢ 
the words ‘‘ judgment to come” are found, and it 


that judgment of God, which then hung overt 
house of Israel, an intimation of which, woul 


thanks, and we think that a serious and candid lover| where he says, ‘* The time is come that judz- 


of the truth, would prefer sound argument and de- 
monstration of fact, to flings and retorts. 


ment must begin at the house of God.”’ 
Why will not ‘ onr’’ come out fairly, and ne 


He observes it is a matter of surprise that because | longer take shelter under these two or three pas- 


the Lord ts ‘“‘long suffering,’ men should think 


sages, and tell us plainly what is the amount of his 


him ‘* slack concerniag his promise.”’ Will ‘ one” interrogations —We believe they amount to this— 
now seriously inguire what God has promised—|What is the reason that the preaching of coop 
will he turn his eyes on St. Paul’s definition of the |wews, the heart-cheering tidings of the goodness 
gospel, and there iearn the promise of Gop, and]and grace of Gon, does not produce the same et- 
then determine who those are that believe God is fects as the gloomy, soul-chilling, and heart-with- 





‘‘slack concerning his promise ?”’--Nay, that vir-|ering doctrine of eternal damnation, founded on 


of a local nature, in which he is addressing himself 
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particular election, original sin, and total depravi-| If we understand the “Inquirer” in Hartford, 
ty 7—Any man of common sense and re fle stion, | the main pointto which he wishes to direct our 
ean tell why, without asking many questions. attention, is this,—*‘* if one soul be lost,” 1. e. 

Bat ** One,” leaning on his quotations may say,|made eternally miserable, Universal Salvation 
you mistake me vet, ‘** my real object” was to{cannot be trae. To prove that one soul wall be 
remind you of consequences, for Christ has said,}lost, he cites our attention to Luke 16, from v. 19, 
that those, and those onby who believe shall bejto the end. Before this is received as proof, it 
saved, &c.—When coes ‘One’ expect these} will be necessary to show, thet whatis there re- 
consequences will take place 2—-Shall we nustakej lated, is matter of fact, and did really take place. 
if we say, he believes they will take place in eter-| Por instance, it must be shown that there were 
nity ?—Suppose we now ask him for proof,—will| actually two men, one rich, the other poor—that 
he find itin the text he has quoted ? NO: that|they ¢ tied lite rally, that one went to hell, because 

















tia is text does not say, saved in eternity, nor car mned!he was rich and enjoyed the good things ot this 

: ‘adi in eternity. What then? It simply says, ‘ He/life, that the other was carried tato Abratiam’s bo- 
f f " that believeth and is baptised shall be saved, &c.)som, merely because he was poor and wretched 
eek 1: When shall they be saved? when they believe.—|in this world, for these are the only causes assign- 
by Now for proot,—** By grace ye are saved through|ed. It willbe necessary to show, how Lazarus 
t { FAITH.” “ He that believeth on him is nc ticould be carried into Abraham’s bosom—that, 
ai condemned.” ‘* He that beheveth on the Son of} heaven and hell are so nearly situated, that the 
' f God natu everlasting life.”’—** He that believethj different inhabitants can converse together, and 
on him that sent me, hath everlasting life, and| feel an interest in each others welfire, and it must 





shall not come into condemnation ; butis p issed|also be shown, how a drop of water carried on the 
from death unto life.”"—On the other hand, ** Hejtip of a finger, could cool a tongue parched with 
that believeth not is condem: ved already.” Lest}thirst. These and many other considerations 
these scripture testimonies should not satisfy|that will arise in the mind of the attentive reader, 
* One,” we will pnt a question—Here is a manjare recommended to the serions attention of the 
hi vio to-day does not believe, shall we apply thetext;*t Inquirer.” We would observe that this por- 
‘he that believeth not shall be damned ? When ?jtion of scripture is either a parable, or a Interal 
say in eternity. Butin a short time this man is|account of a matter of fact. The * Inquirer” 
converted and he becomes a believer, what now | may take it as he piedses, but we must caution 
hecomes of him ? he shall be saved. When? in| him against having a part of it parable, and a wget 
eternity, but what becomes of the consequences |a record of facts. ‘The texts trom Psalm 55, 5, and 
: of unbelief? why according to ‘* One” there is} Kev. 1, 18, having no bearing on the nection 
NN none. ‘She fact is, condemnition or damnation isj above stated, need no explanation. 
i the «ffect of unbelief, and as long as man is an un-| ~~~ 
believer he must suffer the consequences.—T here | From the Christian Intellicencer. 
is but one question more on tls point left for our we | 
friend ‘ One,’ —that is, if menliveand dieinun-! In the famous address delivered by Mr. Ward, 
belief, what will become of them? We answer in| beforethe “ Wesleyan Missionary Society in Lon 
he language of the Apostle, ‘* What if some do/don, after his return from the United States,” he 
ot believe, shall their unbelief make the faith of| has the following remarkable passage, in his des- 
pop of none effect ? God forbid: yea, let God — of the character of the Hindostans or [n- 
e true, but every mana liar.’—T he word rarti! diane. 
as here synonimous with promise, that promise we ‘As Missionaries, we were received with a 
; oe constitutes the gospel and is contirm- fr own ; and yet for hospitality, friendship, and eve- 
ed by J esus, whos ays—* Itis written in the pro-|ry thing else which ts dignified, India will bear a 
ophets, and they shall all be taucht ef God ; he foots Ma with any country in the world.” 
therefore that hath heard and learned of the Boston Recorder, Aug. 4, 1821. 
Futher cometh unto me,and himthatcometh unto} After the disinterested author of these words 
me | will inno wise cast out.” had reaped the United States with the sickle of 
it ** One” would say any thing tothe purpose] Hindosian barbarily, sufferings and degradation, 
on the subject of ananm, he must prove that weland secured in his “Missionary garner ten thousand 
are wrong in the definition of the word cosrer :} dollars, he frankly acknowleds res that the poop, 
he must show that itis not ‘ good news” or * vlad {in whom they intended to work a * radical change,” 
tidings,” that it is nota Gospel of Peace, nor its}are renowned for hospitality, friendship and every 
ministers, messengers of life at peace, but that itiother dignified virtue. Suffer us to inquire, what 
is asystem of wraru-—cf rernor, and DAMNA-Ie on stitntes the moral character of a nation, unless 
TION. If be fails in this, he must next endeavor|it be th eir conduct towards each other ; espectal- 
to show us, how glad tidings or the * gospel ¢ of Wy. in relation to hospitality, friendship, truth, hon- 
peace’ can produce alarm. esty, love of order, attachment to virtue, and 
: — every tung else x which is dignified? Should oar 
Love, Charity, and Truth want more real friends.| Missionaries effect a change in their moral charac 
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ter, must it not, ecveedia to Mr. Ww. nrepert, 
make them unfriendly, inhospitable and every thing 
else which is contemptible? 1f we have misunder- 
stood Mr. W. we are willing to hear wherein. 
He has led us to conclude that in point of moral 
character, and all which is consistent with the 
dignity of our nature, the Indians will compare 
with any other people! Is all this trae, and are we 
to expend millions to make them renounce a reli- 
gion, which produces hospitality, friendship and 
all dignified conduct ? 


\ 





FOR THE INQUIRER. 
Is ita matter of wonder that mankind pursue. 
the paths of the wicked rather than those of the 
righteous, when such strung inducements are held 
out to view as too frequently are? when those 
great Luminaries (the Rev’d. Divines) tell the 
people that the Lord doth not jadge righteously in| 
the earth, and that the wicked are more prosper- 
ous than the righteous, and that from what is pas-, 
sing among us on this great theatre (this visible, 
world) we are unable by that ennobling principle 
in man, ‘reason,’ to discover the attribute of 
Justice in God? and that even the language of the 
preacher (used under peculiar circumstances) 
should be pressed into service in support of 
it, that there is one event both to the righteous 
and to the wicked, and thatin this lite, the ‘wicked 
have or may have more of the good things 
than those who walk in the statutes of the 
Lord? Is the fear of a future hell to be the only 
incentive to virtue ? Must the loveliness of this 
heavenly state, which is the good man’s inherit- 
ance, be set at nought, or rather be deemed not a 
sufficient inducement to follow the blessed Re- 
deemer in the peaceful paths of religion? Is not 
thatnear approximation to the Father of Spirits, 
both by assimilation of character and heavenly 
feeling resulting therefrom, a suflicient induce- 
ment to believe in, and love our God, when he is 
represented in such a lovely view as his true 
character represents him? Is it not enough to 
adopt the language of God’s chosen instruments, 
that heaven is the result of obedience, and that 
tribulation and anguish to every one that doeth 
evil, is the certain effect of a vicious course ? Is 
it necessary to dive into futurity and guage the di- 


mensions of hell, and paint, in terrific colours, the|to its foundation by its corrupt practices ? 
frightful appearance and situation of the legions|for a moment at the consequences a{tending the 


who are io inherit that burning element. and to fix 
them by unalterable decrees as long as God shal! 
exist, andthat in this way, every knee is to bow 
in submission to the Calvinistic justice of Almighty 
God? Isthere no other way to invite our fellow 


travellers on the journey of life to participate inj dizement and vain ambition, trampling under foot 


the blessings of religion, butthis ? is not the love 
of God sutiicient to lead to repentance even now, 
as it was in the apostolic times ? and is not 


knowledge of God’s true character 


lintreat you, Rev'd. Divines, for! 


you to exonerate God's characte 


such expressions, or advance such 
‘must necessarily imply that Go.l’s providence is 


ijdeath !—even death in its ust: 
sufficient}are denied thern. 

now, as then it was, to produce this love ? Do, 
1eaven’s sakeltion to the 





pursue a different course—let people know that 
religion is a reality, and that a love of Ged is in- 
separably connected with their h happiness. —t beg 
r from these high ; 
charges—rather teli them how pleasa it itis for 
brethren to dwell together in peace and unity, 

and how delightfal it is to have that spiritual com- 
munion with the Father of Spirits which his obe- 
dient children enjoy ; those joys which the world 
cannot give or take away : Do not any ionger use 
sentiments, as i 


 <o ae me 


not exercised towards the creatures of his power, 4 
and that the heavenly minded are not protected 
from the machinations of wicked sien; bat onthe . 
other hand tell them in forcible language, that the 
Lord does frequently avert impending evils, and 
delivers them from the power of the op pressor. 
Tell them of the sweet solace of religion in sea- 
sons of distress and afiliction, peculiar to human f 
nature. Do not hazard the expression that justice 
is not discernible, as an attribute of the Most 
High, independent of the bible, and that, were it 
not for the knowledge derived from this source 
we shonid not know that he possessed this attri- 
bute.—Let reason sway hersceptre in her proper 
empire, and see the view she gives from undenia- 
ble facts. ‘The volume of nature, tlie stupendous 
works of creation, teach us that the peinc who 
produced this beautiful fabric, this immense, this 
endless variety and superabundance of every 
thing suited to the natures, faculties and various 
wants of the beings which form apart of it, togeth- 
er with his dealings towards his moral, intelligent 
offspring, must have possessed justice, as well as 
wisdom and power, as justice must necessaril 
exist where wisdom and power do. Look 
God’s dealings with mankind in all ages of thi 
world, and see if we do not discover the impres 
of Justice engraven on the same? When has 
corrupt and wicked nation or people, either iff 
ancient or modern times, been long prosperous % 
Has not every clas: or body of persons who claim 
the name of religious, and exercised a persecuting 
and unrighteous spirit, been chastised ? [las not 
that giganiic ecclesiastical power, the Church of 
Rome, been shaken to its centre, and now tet- 
tering toits base, and soon (probably) to be razed 


Look 


oP Seas ie cape pnpeenay 


exercise of arbitrary and unlawfal power, and the 
corruptions of political states and governments, 
and see what a lesson is there given? See the 
fate of those ruthless tyrants who have been con- 
tinually grasping for power, for their own aggran 
individual 
Unnatural 
ul and natural forms 


the sacred principles of justice and 


rights, and what is here presented ? 


These are incontrovertible facts : and in addi- 
se, the s 
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denunciations of this nature against all unrighteousness. — 
Even from reason alone we need not be under the necessi- 
ty of rejecting the Providence of God ; nay, nor adopt the 
Manichean system ofthe existence of two most opposite 
ind eternal principles from whence proceeded the universe, 
butean say io the language of scripture that the Lord 
judgeth righteously in the earth, and will render unto all 
according to their works, and thanks be to God tor revela- 
tion in corroboration ot this eternal truth. My limits at 
this time allow me to say but little and I forbear, as my 
heart sickens at the view ofthe errors and delusions of men 
h and their consequences, and yet all this is not considered as 
st coming within the scope of retributive justice,—Once more | 
jis and I close ; Lentreat of you, hev'd. Sirs, never more to 
i go out of your province and make decisions which be long 


to God only to make. RICHARDS 
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bit A certain clergyman, who has lately become mnch en- 


gazed in advocating the doctrine of eternal, never- ending 
Tee Fy misery, is respectfully requested to inform an * Inquirer”? in’ 
what part of the bible the passage is to be found, which 
i te informs ua, that when every knee shall bow, of things in 








b Pag and every tongue shall confess; that this confession will 
cons'st in an acknowledgement, that their DAMNATION is 
just. and that they will be compelled to bow, by an exer- 
cisc of sovereign Almighty power that consigns them to 
heli.—it is believed that no person would hazard an ex- 
Bia 4 pression of this nature from the pulpit without the full per- 
Beat 3 suasion that the bible does thus teach.—As an ‘ Inquirer’ 
: is not able to find such testimony, the gentleman who has 
14 made this statement will confer a favor by giving the chap. 
ab ter and verse.—In looking over the bible, the following 
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passages have been found—lIs. 45. 22, &c. Look unto me, 
a and be ye saved, all the ends of the earth: for | am God, 
hh and there is none else. Ihave sworn by myself, the word 
a i: is gone out of my mouth in righteousness, and shall not 

Ly return, That unto me every knee shall bow, and every 
. tongue shall swear. Surely shall say, in the Lord have I 
RIGHTEOUSNESS and STRENGTH. Again, Ph. 2. 10, 

That at (or in) the name of Jesus every kn — should 
bow, of things in heaven, and things in earth, and things 
under the earth ; and thatevery tongue should confess that 
Jesus Christ is Lord, to the glory of God the Father.” In 
these passages nothing is found like confessing eternal mis 
ery just—or bowing by compulsion. L. D. M. 


From the London Universalist Magazine. 











FREE INQU TIRY. 

rec inquiry in religion, is essential to the virtue of a 
acter. ‘The virtue of man consists in his making use 
his own faculties, not in believing that other men have 
a virtuous use of theirs. Now, it is possible, a man 
make use of all his faculties, and yet not be able to 
‘eive the evidence of some opinions, which are called 
Tticles of faith, and consequently he may doubt the truth 
of those articles, yea it is necessary to the virtue of his 
character that he should doubt thera , for it is aot in his 
power to believe without proof, and it would be unjust to 
proiess to believe what he does not believe. Letus not be 
so weak as to imagine, that a man cannot ¢! nin’ justly un- 
Tess he thinks as we do. Let us allow that his justice con- 
sists in thinking, and reasoning, and ae as well as he 
can, and that he is accountable for all this only to one mas- 
ter, even Christ. As freedom of thought is the parent and 
guardian of all virtue, so the want of it is th: nurse of all 
vice, and particularly of that general disposition to all sin, 
I mean servility. A low servile soul, habituated not to 
think for itself, but to be led by a guide, is prepared for 
the comriission of any crime, or the belief of any absurdi- 
ty, that a mercenary guide may find convenient to enjoin. 

Were I disposed to sink a soul into the lowest degree of 
wretchedness, either as a citizen of the world, or asa mem- 














































us heaven, and things in earth, and things under the earth, ’ 


spirit of servility. and that would answer my end better 
than any other metuod in the world. | would not shock a 
man with the sounds of perjury and blasphemy, imprety to 
God, and injustice to man: but] would gently inform him, 
that he was a poor depraved foolish creature, not able to 


judge between good and evil, truth and error, and that he 


would discover great arrogance if he thought otherwise : 
but that 1 was a wise and a sacred man, wishing well to 
his soul, and that by believing what | said to be true, and 
by doing what | directed to be done, he would be pious, 
and safe, and happy. ‘There is, therefore, no virtae, bute 
great fund of iniquity in implicit faith. 

fete 


DEDICAIIONS. 

The new Universalist Meeting-House in Otsego, N.Y. 
was solemnly dedicated to the worship of Almighty God, 
on Menday 24th Sept. 1621. Introductory prayer, Rey 
_O. Ackley.—Reading of select scriptures, 3. R. Smith.— 
Sermon, Br. N. Stacy, from Isa. 56.7. ‘ For mine house 
shal! be called an house of prayer for all peaple- *’—Conse- 
crating and concluding prayer, W. Underwood.—The great 
fall of rain prevented many who desired to * go up to the 
house of the Lord’? from attending. ihere was, however, a 
respectable number of persons present. he services were 
conducted with solemnity, and rendered delighttul by the 
presence of an excellent choir of well unstructed singers. 

Also, Dedicated, on the 2d Jan. 1822, the new and ele- 
gant Universalist Meeting-House in Madison, N.Y. In- 
troductory prayer, Rev. S Jones.—Reading of the scrip- 
tures, Rev. O. Ackley. —Consecrating prayer, Rev. N. 
Stacy.—Sermon, S. R. Smith, 2Chron. 6.41. ‘ Now 
therefore,” &c.—Concluding prayer, Rev. P. Vorse.— The 
whole services were designed to give the knowledge of sal- 
vation, and excite true devotion to God, in the dedication 
of the body and spirit to his service. A very numerous 
congregation gave entire audience and the services were 
enlivened and graced by the music of an interesting choir, 

MARCUS. 


MODERN CRUSADING. 

The last hold of the Prophet in Europe is giving way ; 
Constantinuple must soon fall into the hands of Russia : 
then the power and glory of Islam passes off torever. 

If Constantinople falls, what is then to stay the legions of 
Russia from overrunning the plains of Asia? Alexander 
is the patron of learning and the friend of religion—wher- 
ever his armies go they will carry the Bible. ‘they will 
open the way for the missionary of the Cross into every 
part of Asia, and the Sun of Righteousness will again shine 
on that country which first received his cheering beams ! 

Southern Intel. 

[It really appears to us as ifsome of our worthy and pi- 
ous trends are Missiouary-mad. Here is one of them con- 
gratulating the humane and just people of these States on 
the prospect of Asia being ‘ overrun’’ by the legions of 
Alexander, forasmuch as it will open the way for Mission- 
aries! There are already opea ways enough, and in our 
own country too, forall the good men who labour for tle 
spiritual and temporal benefit of mankind. There is no 
need to deluge one quarter of the world ia blood to propa- 
gate a creed—to murder one-half of a whole people in or- 


ider to force upon the other halfa few Missionaries. The 


expression of such hopes and wishes as the above shews 
much zeai, but, we think, with great deference for the 
motive of the writer, savor little of that peace and good 
will towards men which is inculcated from the highest au- 
thority. |—Nar. Intel. 


TO CORRE SPO NDEN TS. 


FRANKLIN, and ARTEMAS, shall have a place in ournext 
W. and H——wv_ shall be attended to as we have room. 
i a 












ver of a church, | would inculcate with all my might a 





For Sale at this Office. —Universalist’s yma Sooks.—A 
fawr Parophiets on different subiects. 








































